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·:·_:,.~:;~:i~~~:f4:;~~1·t:~~NSi?,:.-.~~~-~-.. · 
.... ,._~:.-.---:>':···,··.· .,!b.OPBRATIONS OF THE SECOND liARID DIVISION IN THE CAP'l'URE 
__ , .. _::,--.. , OF BETIO ISLAND, TARA.1il ATOLL 20.23 lfOVEMBBR 1943 

. . ·-: : .. :. '---· :~ ·~ ·- . . ~ . i ,. 
5 (Personal experience of a Battalion Intelligenc~ OfficeT) --.... :......,... ·~·"· !'" -..."':!""' --~--.:· 

IBTRODUCTIOB 
-_ .. ~- . .._, -. ~~ -, . .- ~:-

- --~ .. 

!hie monog~ph covers the operations of the Second Marine Divieion. in 

the oe.ptu.re of Betio leland, Tarawa Atoll from 20 to and including 23 

Bovanber 1 1943. 
· .... .. _ ... 

• -: .... ' ': !;-: .. -~ . • .... 1 

... ~-_ --:~;t::~~~f-1~ i 
...... _ . 

The situation in the Pacific Theatre leading up _to the time of t• 
·-·~ ~- ,<~-- - -:~- ,---Gilbert Islands operation was briefly as follows s 

.. . , ....... 

. ~ .~: ~,:,·. 

l • ~ • 

. . .. .;·~ ' .. _ . .. · _.-

.. - ;.~ . ;.-.~-:.-~---·-=· .. 

. _ ~: .. . . . 

_.·. 

.. . ·~::_ ·, . 

• ........ ! ... 

. . : · .. . :.;_. 

u. s. Arrtf3 troops h.a.d completed their mission and .were inatalled .. in ·the 
.... ·-· ... . . . - . ~-- - . -. 

KOifesby and in October had taken Finchaven. 

The Guadalcanal Campaign, successfully completed, had provided further 

opportwtities in the South Pacifi.e - namely~ the conquest o~ New Georgia• 

Rendova and Vella Lavella. 

1 November the 3rd Jia.riile Division landed at Bnlpress -~sta-

"' Bay on Bou~nville Island • 

The landlnga on New Britain were Dot to ·come until late in December. (1} 
. ! 

i 

The month of November discloeed heavy air attacks on -.ny Japanese 

bases. General Kenny's growing air=force struck heavily at t&"le city ot 

Rabual, New Br itain's excellent harbor. Both oar~~6r and land- based air~ 
. . . . 
.. . i· 

. - .. ::.:, a-. 

ora.ft continued to strike hard at many of the enemy's most valuable bases. 
. ·····" i----

Gradually. allied air .and naval foroes were growing stronger and more 

: 

' 
,_ .. • 

Admiral Cheater w. lU.aits. upon reo011111endlltione or hi• ste.rr, had Jllf!lde • 
j 

I 
I . :. 

I 
.. _. __________________ _..tidn•••· ilift .. •w•nlllnlliraMt•rwMI:I ...... , •n•' f 'ii'u l'"tJ SPill 
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• 
.. ·~ .... ..--

thua tho planning for an inn.sion of the Gi.lhert Islands a.ncl the assembling 
---·- -.,.~':"•· ... -- .----~· ·· : 

_ ..... _ ....... " .. .~ .. .. ,, 

The Gilberta made up part of the outer perimeter of the Japanese Pa.oitio 

defenses. In rear of this perimeter was located the enemy's main ocean def-
. ,.._ . .. ............. . 

itate thE~ progress toward one of cur eventual war aims - the defeat of' Japa.n. 

The Gilbert Islends also constituted a threat to our shipping lanes from 

Hawaii to the South Paoific. 

At thie time little was known about the Gilberta as a military objective. 

GEOGPAPHY .. 
,: :. :· -. ... -~~ . ..... , . 

Geographically • these islands cons iet ot .. a -line ·of 
• ¥' .. ,.. .: . - •• .. ... --.- ~ -.:a.•"'----·-----. . . . 

. ::..· :_. 

... . . .... 

. .., 

the equator about 400 miles west of the International Date Line. 

The center of the group is 2500 miles southwest of Hawaii and about 3000 

·miles southeast of Japan. Thirteen hundred miles to the northwest is located 

Truk, the Japanese fortress in the carolines • 

~arawa Atoll is looated in the center of the Gilbert Islands and liea 

a few degrees north of the equator. 

The atoll is made up of 25 s~ll coral patohea which ror.m a reveraed 

•L"• These patches a r e connected by a coral reef passage whioh ia dry at 

low tide. A characteristic underwater reef' connects the extensions of this 

•L", completing th~ triangle and enclosing a lagoon. The lagoon is navigable 

sizes throu~~ a dGGp paseage in the reef. (2) f. 
is lacs. ted in the , i .. 

1
• 

A~J ~e: 8iv . 
"L" ~~ The island ..-.... 

Betio, the most impcrtant island of Tarawa Atoll, 

aouthwest corner at the left extension of the reversed 

headqu:.r~n; for Britiah offieial.s ::;.nd thtt Burc.: .Phillips T.re.ding Company ,,. 

•intained a radic ::t&tion •nd \li&rehouao there. · 

The sb&pe cf th1a bland ia duall)· lloi~llr1.Uiod G'ciOiocliD,r too i:• """'....,-: •. · J 
iall* t.~;on, .:• a bird.,..\)'111;, OA 1 ta I._W ~I~. or :.. ._,..... ~..... (•/ iriiJ """" . ' ... ;t::~ .. 

..... .. . .•... . i 
~ ~ J t. . ~ : .,_ : •• \. J A·~ I (. ) A.-1 " ' 

S U I I B , . 

II • I I T, ..... ::;; ..... -~ I 
1 0 . r IM l • , • d 1 £ • . • 

.... 1 itii'.rini'ifiisszl flll•uu. st!l .. 7 "
1 

· ' 

1~ ...... ••••••••••••••_..-.-. ... -.-.......... • ..... .-.-.-.-. .. ._.._ ........ •••••• .uan••~••••• ~ '• u• IIi IIi I F 7 p a I 1 aiR p p U . ' Ill Z1lll - I ?$. 
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.:: . . · ... 
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' ' 
. '" -.:.. . -- .. .......... .. : .. ":" : .... . . ........ 0 

leem to be re~eonably aoo'Ur&te. · 
. ~ 

A pier, known as the Burns Phil~:~~ .. c~~--'!'!:.!Uu~~ ... ~:t fr•. the---~-~ .. ·.r~···· 
•• ..-. ,. ... -~:-··~ · "" - ·····1 . ·-. .., ... ~ .. __ ...... . ___ ... _. . .--

1 - · north center o~ the island some 1400 feet. 

I . 

·.• . 

, 
Betio is only 800 yar ds wide and 2~ miles in length. The width tapers dawn 

· to a traction on the ee.stern side. In comparison. t he island ia ~ller thail·· 

average is only 6~ 

' 5} \ , The max~um elevation is 12 feet and the 

A few coconut trees were the isl ands only vegetat ion. 

.· I 
·• I 

. . ·I .. ' ·: .. !' . 

.. ... : :· 1· 
.... -.. 

Tidal condi t i ona in the area. lt. ter t o become a most serious obstacle~ 
. ; . I . 

... ·: ... ! 
.. _ .. ·-·:··~·~ · - ·--.. ··pJOtn·ideJ. c . • n11ximum depth· of five and a· half' feet over the reef in Tarawa 

. . .·· ., 
---~ ...... 1* . 

.. ..... .... .. . ~ ... ···- ......... .. .. . 
(6) 

- ·-

l.acoon. At neap tide this depth recedes a foot or more~ .! strong, 

aouth ee..st wind might make it imposs ible to float :standard landing cratt. · - · . 
• •• 4 _ .. , _ _ _ __ _ 

....... ~~ - · -· ·--~·-

· - · ·-··:;,..: t1 • . .. -· .... . ··-·.; 1' • • • , .... . . ... ..:...... - .... 
·- · .. _ .. · ... · .. HISTCRY . - ... ... 

I It is interesting to note that Commodore John Wilkes. UsN. made an 

.: 
oceanographic survey here in l841 and over a hundred years k ter his charts 

•· were still being used. (7) 

The Gilberts, mand&ted to the British for nearly fift,y years~ supported 

.. · .. ~ population of 27 ~ 000 mi crones i an natives, 100 white and 40 A.sie tics, besides 

oivil authoriti &s and mia5ionari es. {8) 

l 
I 
l 

The islands fell to t he conquesting Japanese about January 1, 1942. ... .1 . 
. ·. 

• , .. 'I' .. . '"'-... _ 

. . ,, ... : · On 31 .ran.uary 1942, the eneJey" realized our navy still existed when 
. h ... 

. . t~-.;,;:. ~.,.-;' 

_, 

... 

• ~ . • . .. r _;.!. ~-; ·'-~ 
·~ .~-. ~· . ' . 

UDita o~ the u. s. Fleet mad~ thei r i nitial raid in the area conducting a 
. . ..... • '1 •. .. . . .. 

. . 
·"*" " . . , 

, .. 

-.· 

joint operation • gainst t he Gil~~rts and Marah&lls • ( 9) !~, .. :: . 

FrOJ&L 17-li August 1942, Colonel Evans carlson, i n command of the Second 

~rine R&ider Battalion, ~~de a raid on Makin Island in tho northern Gilberta. 

(10) This Battalion landed ashore in rubber boats from submarines; deetrc.yGd 

the island'• military iDst&ll~tions and killed the Japan~•· carri•on force. 

(6) ·-1 Pr;. 
(10) •-e. 
., . ,.~-~-

.. f .-

, __ , ... . ,.,... , ... -·--

iJ (6) &-1 .,. llJ ,.,, 
' 

, i-~ 
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\¥) 

M'f 
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,. 
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•• negligible. Thereafter only minor &otions ocoured until November, 1943. (11) 

...... ... 
During the twenty months subsequent to the Jap9~neee occupation l%'.uch had 

been done to fortify Betio Island. ·Many· weapona, installations and troops 
.. Jl 

. ·. · . . ~ 

as they were known prior to the le.nding by our forces, but from a. joint ' :-•• • t 
~ • . .. :~ i.~- ' • • . j 

military study after the operation, presents the following picture' 
...... -~ . i 

. . I 
. ! 

The Japanese organized the island for an all around defense. Bea.oh i-

clef'~nses c:msisted of well emplaced and well sit"d weapons, w.rious typ"e ·or_·.·-~--- -· t-
. 11 

'"' ·~ 
:~ 
~ 

obstacles and mines. The weaponB included grenades, mortars. rifles, light 

. 
- j 

l 

·-

.. .. .. -- ·-··· ·· --- _. . ~~d hea, vy 1!1!! ehiJIEI-glllll! , _13 !IIIII. du··~- pu rp.osfLllle.ohin.,•guns , -76 mm • . d.-.1 purpos•-· ·--t· · ·-· 
guns, 75 mm. mountain guns. 80 mm. anti-boat guns. 127 rmn. twin mount tiual 91 
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purpose guns, a.nd 8 inch Vickers coast defense guns in turrets. (12) 

There were four of the latter type - two located on the southwest corner 

&nd two on the southeast coast. These were reported. to have been captured 

tram the British in the fall of Singapore. Th9 obetaoles included pyr~idal, 

re-enforced concrete obstacles which were placed halfway around ~~a island 

on the reef, an anti-boat barricade• made of coconut logs, double apron -

barbed wire, ~perimeter barricade constructed chiefly of coconut logs and anti• 

tank ditches, dug a short distance back of the barricade. (13) Appropriate 

fire control equipmP-nt included range finders, dirftotors and sea.rchli~·ts • 

alternate ~yers of coconut loge, sand .and re-enforr.ed concrete~ (14~ 

The enemy employed the 13 Dille (approximetely .so caliber) maohine-gwu 

aa their basio be&oh dof~uoe •eupon ~loug th~ entire north coast &nd on both 

1ides of the ea1tern tip • 

(11) '(12) (11) {1•) t.•t) P&• ~ .. 
.. ~·, , 
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--~-~-::;.:-~:-~~=-;., Ja. heavy machine•pm na the b&aio wet.pon. (16~- . . i 
....... , .. :_. . 

,. .· .. ........ - ~ · .. ·. ~ 
. "J 

•' ~ .. 
.- ..... ~ .. Air photoa and submarine reconnaieaanoe furniahed the bulk or iutel• 

.. 
ligenoe data available until D•day. 

- 12•" . ...... _....,._ ........,.. .._ .... ~6~~ .!_·.~~, .. -.·~· flll///l!ltP~H"- 1111',131 __ ..... , . ... 
~ · TJn thf's -;m;.ii c~~l~-patch ..... in the Pacific, there existed an "alleged 

. ·····-·~ .... -·-

impregnable fortress." Rear Admiral Keifi Shibazki, commanding officer of 

Tarawa optamistic about his situation and fully preplred for the eventual• 

--ities of an American lu~dingj had told his Seventh Sasebo special Naval 

.Landing Foroe, t~~t a million men couldn't ~ke the island. 

-
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.. ........... 
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... _ ...... :.; -- ·· ~ :-·--.:: .. j 

• .... .. . • .. 0 - INFORMA.TION1 FRIENDLY FORCES 

.· -·--··-: . After a decision to invade the Gilbert Island& was ret.ched. ·a plan waa 
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l 
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I 
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-- . ·: ........ ;,..:; ... ,_. 
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a·ubmitteci for the simul taneoua capture of' Tarawa and Makin atolls and the · · · S 
. .. . :$ 

~ 

• -~ :: .. ~ • • • \o, • • ~ 
----·- __ __ .. .. • -· •• -- •• • ___ _ __ _ .. _...,.,., __ - ··· .. --~.:!l. • .. .. . . .::.•. ! 

·The ... operation. at Makin Island was to be carried out by. the Northern i 
subsequent occupation of !'~bemamJl. to the south • (16) 

--- - ·~ · _,..__ .. .. '\--- ·.:-- -

• > 

·. ·-=- . 

~ ... 
..... -

.. .. '( ... 

Attack Force and the Tarawa operation by the Southern Attack Foroe. 

Task Force 52 would operate with the Northern Force and Task Force 5& 

with the Southern Force. The strongest support groups were allotted to 

the Southern Force. 

The•-illfLW-l support group oont.ined 3 old be.ttlel!hipe. 3 hee'Ylr cruiser•• 

3 light cruisers~ 5 escort oe.rriers and 21 destroyers. These ships were 

expeoted to fire some 25.000 rounds, ranging from 5-16 in~has in caliber. (17) 
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I 

I g 
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l .Approximately 131 lAnd-based and 366 carrier-based &iror&ft of a.ll . t; •, . 
r 

- . 1 
·:·.~-.,·-... - - i 

. . I 
types were available to support both forces. (18} 

The amphibious forces were commanded by Rear A.dra.iral Richmond Kelly- . . ~ ~ .. l
. 

Turner, USN. 

Th«' Amphibious Corps c~nded by Major Gezleral Holland If. Smi~ U811G-

consisted of two landing foroes. 

(16) ~-6 P:a 2, (le) A•7 Chap. lJ (11) A-7 Cbap. 11 PC• 1•21 (18) A•? 
ChiLp. 2, i'ge 2e 
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The Northern toroe •• one regimental combat tea. tram the Twenty• 

seventh Diviaion (U S Army) camm&nded by Major General Ralph Smith, USA. • 

-_.- !'' • 

.- ._ ... 
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- .. 

.. 
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~ 

.. 
r . 

The Southern Landing Force consisted of two regtmental combat teams tram ____ . ,. .... ...... t ... 

USMC. Both forces were heavily re-enforced by support;.vg units. Corp a 

reserve was eonetituted from thE> re-ining combat team ic ~-t:h!_ .... S!~<'nd · . ... .... ~ ... . :. .. ' · 

~ - -- -·· -...... ... . 
,.,.~ ......... 

·- - :~----·-~i-~i:Jn .. t!fe··· ·suth Max· hie-Regiment. Abema.ma was to be reconnoitered by 

. - .... .. . 

a platoon of the Corps Reconne.isance Battalion operating tram & au~rine. 

THE SECOND MARINE DIVISiu~ 

The Second Marine Diviaion was a vetc~&u division fran the Gu&d&loanal 

. . ! 

! 

. . t 
! . -· ... I 
~ .... . .. - -- - ~ -.; . 

Campaign where ita reg~enta had been committed in separate operations. Ita 3 ..... 
;!': 

-' ~ ...... . .... 
t: 
i -fF • -..... i 
I!!' 

I 
'-

I 2nd Regiment had been cited by the President while attached to the First ~- -· 
. - .. . . .. ,. ·- ---- ·· .·.- ··:· -~·· -· 

.\ ---- --- ---- -- _ Jea_ri~ Diyie ion. -'!'hs Divi11ion' DS rormoid 1n soU~rn California in early I 
: 1941 rtan the 2nd Brigade. . i' .· 

After the Guadalcanal Campaign the division went to New Zealand for 

'' - f'· rest, reorganization and to aid in security ot that nation. Brigadier General ~ 

I ...... -J-· 
I 

' 

.... -·-· . Leo D. Hermle. USMC, was th~ Assistant Division Commander and Colonel Merrit 

Edson, the Chief of St,_ff., Division consisted of three identical 
.. .. . .:--

infantry regiments • the 2nd, 6th and 8th Marines, plus the loth (Artillery) • 
{ 

I 
. 'i 

-, ~: J. '· 
. '· "i · r" ' -. f~* . ' 

-·· L 

18th (Engineers). the 2nd Tank Battali.on, apeoial troops and attached 

supporting units. The infantry regiments were doaig~ted Combat TeaJDS, 2, 

6, and 8 respectively, while the three battalic~e of each reg~ent ~re 

designated La.nding Teams l, 2 and 3. The regimental number was used in each .. ~~.--·' -
.. .. .... .... ,_, .. .... . Clat~--~ r.tsr. th2 .. tG:tt&'lion· lhJDibe·r ·t o· ident'iry~· · 'E;~~i~ ~ .. ~:T ·t:t·d~ 1st Battalion, 

2nd Marines. 

CT-2 with LT2/8 attached waa given the assault role tor the landings on 

Jetio Islantl.-. Cclont.l Dtlvid Shoup was the combat tea~~ ~!!!IC~n\!irlg ofi'ioor. 

Colonel Maurioo Hobtea oormn.t.ncied C'l'-8 and CF-8 •• oollll*nded. by Colonel Blller ... .-

Ball. 
-·· · ... ... .Jilt.• . ... 
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·~<·.: .. ·;..·.:....~~ ,._ ... -.... · !h8 oapture ot Betio Island called tor the tolloring pluu 
··.·=-~ ... "'t'.~.! ,. 

. .. . ··~ .. _:· ... • ..... 

..... 4 :.~~~:~~~.-~·- - A:t H-Hour on D-Day CT•2 would land on the northern Red B~chee with 

three landing teams abreast and one in reserve. Red Beach l on the weaten 
. . 

most (right) flank was assigned to_ ~!.,..~/~!, Ext~~~!.tUt~.,a!.t. tr..<?ftt...;tll.i• llMP,b-.--- · .,._ ... _! -~---
.............. ._...... •· -........ . ..... ..._,. ... . ........ ,.... __... 

to +.l:!.e pier and i:1 t."'lc center or the lanuiug &.rea Red Eeaoh 2 was given to 

L'r 2/2 oomme.nd~d by Lt. Colonel Herbert R. Am.~y. From the lett side of the 

•• Red Be&oh 3• the landing area. of LT 2/8. c~nded by Jlajor Henry P. 

Crowe. 

. The plan envisa~d a fast assault and early eeisure ot the &iratrip. 

~aaault troops were then to move quickly across the island to the southern 
.· .· 

Black Beaches. After thia phase, the f'lanka would be pushed out and 
; 

!i2. 

aeoured Oli. the east and west. LT f'- in. reserve, would then pass through 

the lines of LT 2/8 at a position just east of the airstrip. taxi-turn and 

pick up t."te attack to the southeast down the narrow tail of Betio. The 

Regimental Scout Sniper Platoon had been given the mission or eecuring the 

1400 foot pier, prior to the main landings. 

PRELUDE TO THE BATTLE 

· . . ; ,_·: .. 
, ·, ; . !he Second Division embarked on the transports in Wellington, ~•• 

Zealand. ~rbor a.ud. during the early morning hours of 1 November the convoy 

slipped quietly ~~t to aea. In a few hours marines from another division 

would be landing on Bouganville Island. 

Security had been a proble-m e.-round the capitol city ot Wellington and 

level• on the nature and location of the tar~t area prior to sailing. 

However, increased activity clearly indicated that the division was leaving 

Jlew Zealand. 

It would be uoessary in th1a opera.tion to aove the garrian toro.a in 

clGS~ly h•h.i.n.ci tho &llat.ult. do1pitc the ditadvantap, beO&\.Latil •hipplq •• . . . 
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1n the target area was inherent. experillenta had b~n aonductod by the 

attaohed~phibious Tractor Dattalion using LVT's to land troops in the 

oarriera, ~ould be used in such a role. 

The experiment progressed eatisfactori~~ ~~- ~ p~~·n~ adopta4. LVT8' 
___ ,.. .. --· ... . . - ..... -- .. . . -· -·· .. , __ ______ . ....,., . ...... 

heffi'eve·r .. were not . available in sufficient IIU1Dbers and ... a re•ul t only the 

tirat three waves were to be boated thus. 

A dress rehearsal was held at Efat~ and plrt or the a.tta.ck torce •r-

' ' ' ! 
t 

l 
' I 

" lhips joined the c onvoy at that place. The rtshearsal was conducted in a I 
·- . ....... -- ... .. .. 

· - • , • • ••• >I 

. "':."''"'· . 

aati•faotiJ~J m.!Ul!'lcr and the oonvoy again got underway to commence the long 

zig-zagging course into the Central Paoifio. .. , 

.. On 14- NOYember Admirs:l Ha.'t'ry 'Hill. the •outh8rn force cCIDIIl&.nder. rel .... ed 

the tollowing me8sage to all ships in the convoy. "Give all banda the 

pneral picture or the projected operation and furtl1E-r det.il• to all who 

•hould have this in the execution or their duties." (19) 

While the oonToy eteana.ed t'llr&.rd the Gilberts, the supporting air and 

•urtace o1"8.ft of the e.17JJ.~k forae W6re sof tening up the area in anticipation 

ot the ooming assault. Aerial bltJWs were atruok throughout the Gilberts 

and Mar~h&lle by 7thA1rforoa and carrier-based P.lanes to destroy t ne 

en~•s air strength and prevent h~ from re-enforcing the target area. 

D-4 daya Army Liberatore 1'\.e~vily bombed Tarawa and D-2 saw a large ce.rrior 

torce join in the &8e .. nl t. Crui3~ro oamme~oad a shelling that lasted 
• • • •• + •1 • • •• • •• , ••• 

throuQ.o~ t D~l -~y~ · .Nauru. Jaluit and Mili were sub~ted to a 1h9.rp D• 

day b~ing. Battleahips and aircraft. in an alternate four hour ooordinat8d 

baba.rdment. commenced the early morning preparation on Betio Island. 

thawiauJ tv.u~ of h igh exploaives were to be expended on thia tiny i1land 

ill these prepare. tory tires. 

(18) ___ , _ 
.. . .-,. 

(20} 
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. Pilots flying over Betio receiTed. only weat and maoourate anti-
' : . ·: 

: .... . 
aircraft fir9 and consistently reported thAt the ieiand appeared to be 

entirely deserted. It was belie..-ed the.t the en~ might have evaoWlted the 

i!tland end Qonaeq":len~lY .... ~P.!~;.~l!J-~A ~b.~~-& PlU"«·i.lft~J-.. :·G~¥~~-ie.r.~;.;.- · ·.·-· ... .,.... . _,~·· '" ; ~···· ·· · 
.--. ...... _... . ........ :-· , .. , . -..t·-:- ...,..,~~4>· -··-··" "~ . . .... .....~.. . . .. . - ~ 

D-I».Y 

.. t 0345 on Saturday 20 November • the transport~ arrived in tl"B tran~P.or.t : 
~ • • • 0 ·; 

• I .. . -·-... .. ....... , . .,.,. ~ .. " --~,. . : 
:Ar~---,> T-h-; ship4~4.-y1.n:g· "'to' lregan:Co "'lower away"''i&nding or&ri'&. preparationa - _4 .... ..--.. .... 

got underway for disembarking troops. 

About 0500 a Japanese blinkerlight d~nded a recognition aignal. 

·Receiving no answer the ene~ opened fire on the transport a~ea with long 

range 8 inch rifles and shells began falling heavily aro~d the trt\a.sp~rt 

area. (21) 

ships joined in. In twenty minu:tes the enemy guns ceased firing. Our 
.... . ~ 

oartier planes although due. h&d not arrived on station at this ttme. 
. ·- . . .. .. ... . . ....... .; 

Japan&se guns again took the tran1port area tmder fire shortly atter 

0530. The first three waves were already in the water when the transport 

o~nder ordered th• ahips baek cut of the ahalled ar~. Ch.anct::S whioh 

might result in the loss of a landing team oould not be takene Small boata 

in the water had only the alternative of' following their ships out of the 

I 
I 

danger area until the enemy guns cou.J,d be elimlnated. wa.rahipa covered the 

w1 thdrawal. 

&.t 0613 the ae;'i&.l bol'lba.rdment o081lenoed and at 0622 warahipa resumed 

·the attack with the smaller vessala movi~ in as close as 2000 yards • (22) - ... . ·. 
~ 

The morni~ which had ~rlier presented a pic~wre of Pacific tranquility 

•• now converted into a terr11'1o ore•oendo or mounting fury. Exploding 

' ... 
tual and ammunition dump~ en Betio reaembled an inferno. 
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I 

. - . One mine sweeper entered th~ lagoon at 0'100 and the oneJIY 1JIInediately, 
, 

brought it under fire as two of our ,deatroyers w.nt to her aid. The oaptain 

-..-..... _...~;:.:.;... ·-· 

A.t 0820 General Smtth sent 8. message stating tha.t II-Rour would be deh.yed 
.. ............... . ........ -.- ..... ....-....., 

(~4""f"'·i'ne · ·ri~st ~"'ihr&e waves 'Iert -the" rendezvous area on time 

·but a combination of wind. sea. ebb tide# the poor m&chanical condition of 
I 
l ' 

aam.e LVT'S and overloading• h&d slowed t.~e expected apeed of 3 knots to 2-i 

mota. The troops consequently arrived at the Line of Departure 19 aiDutes 

late. (26) H•Hour was finally set at 0900. 

I 
I .. 

. . .. ,~ 
. ·.. . . .. 

A.t 0830 a boat containing Lieutenant William D. Hawkins and hie 
.. .. ·~ · . _..,_ . .. 

_ .... - ----~--~gbwnte-1 Scout Sn:i~ers la rt· ·the Line o! lreparture-·w .. ace_"omp1Tali·· the -inisaion -~ ·----- . __ . 

or seizinb the 1400 toot pier. This platoon reached the pier ramp at 0866 

and Lieut.enant Hawkins • Lieutenant Leslie and four men disembarked under sniper 

fire. (26) The remaindet- of this platoon was ordered in as machine-gun and 

aortar fire e~~enced from the island. ~ landing could not be made on the 

ramp end into this fire and an attempt •• made to gain th~ pier alongside. 

T.hia reaul ted in the boat being grounded offahore. The boat retracted to 

a-.it the arrival of e.n LVT. Lieutenant Hawkins was at this time engased 

with an ene~ machine-gun emplacement. (27) For the1e a.nd l&.ter exploi ta 

Lieutenant Hawkins was posthumously awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor 

&nd the airfield was given his naree. 

The first W"a.Ve left t he Line of Departure at 0822 &!ld reported that 

they were recaiving heavy £ira from 40 mm. guns on the course to the be&ohea. 
•··' 
: . . 

!he first elements reached the beach with relatively light casual ties • but 

.. 8 supporting fires lifted. there was a aharp incr-.se in ene~ tire en 

the landing approa.oh .. • l 
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reported "heavy opposition." LT 2/2 ])Lndi.ng on Red 2 reported "he&.yY 

resistance." Lieutenant Colonel Amey • commanding this landing te-.m, •• 

--
LT 3/2 ar1· ived on Red 1 at 0917 and messaged~ «Boats ~1~ up on reef 

right flank Red 1; troops in the water receiving hea~ fire." (28) 
. - ...... .. : ... ~~ ..... , .... . ,:...,. 

faced by a he!!l-vy four foot b•rrioa.do~ • continuous curtain of maohine•gun 

tire grazed over this Wall to meet the troops attempting to negotiate it. 

Strong .. fHlutheast wi,p.ds h9.d partially bared the coral reef off shore 

e.-nd LOVP• s of the 4th wave, hung up on this reef 500 to 700 yards offshore• 

were under heavy fire from 37 mm. and 40 ltU!l. guns. Troops wading in. 

gradually exposing more of their bodies as they· neared· the ... shore. were · 

taking heavy cRsualties. Later it was estimated that as rr~J.ny as 400 men 

' 
died in thi s blooqy phase. Direct hits caused many casualties in the 

landing oraf't. 
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Troops pinned down on the narrow beaches were striving to move inland j 

--·. . . : .. .:..~.· I 1n amt~.ll groupe to 9e¢ap') t.he enemy -.chine-gun and aortar tire. 
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LVT'• were imt:ledia.tely put into a. shuttle servioe, carrying woUl'lded · 
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out and bringing in the LC\'P complement. 

.t.t 1000 elements of LT 2/8 had pushed inland to the airfield taxi-

atrip on the left flank and reported "toug~ reaiatanoe." LT 2/2 ·in the 

center reported its situation as "grave." 81 mm. mortars from tJle heavy 

I : 
~ weapons companies were renderi..og support but many of these had to take 

positions in the open or seek positions in shell holes as the island provided 

little defilade. 

Colonel Shoup and the CP sroap landed on the pier under tire at 1010. 

(29). and aet up tca~aporary headquarters. He tO\U\d the ooabat team badly r . 
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·. ~-:~.::: .. ;- 1.! 1/2 c~nded by LieutenaDt Col~nel Wood B. Kyle • aa order• d. to laad ' ' . 
.: ... ,.. 

on Red 2 ~ediately. This unit had been ordered earlier to hold ott 
-~ 

landing as tho situation was not olear. '!'he Commanding Geaeral ordered - - - ·r ._...... .. ----- - -- -·- · ·~ ... ... , ~ 
Colonel Shoup to take oontrol of all unite lAnding, ae well a• hi• owu 
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to land on Red s. to out across at the junction of Red 2 and 3 and support 

the weak lef't flank of L~ 2/2. LT 3/8 cOJJU'08nced landing under t.,rrifio 

am.all arms and mortar fire and reported that it wa.a autrering heavy 

casualties • · · .. · · . - .-,._, 

Lieutenant Colonel Irvine Jordan. a.n observer froa the Fourth llariae 

Divis ion who h:.d temporarily assumed oOJn!l»lnd of 2/2, Again reported that 

battalions si tua.tion &.3 very bad and rfJQ.uested half-tracks for support. 

A.t 1205 A and B Companies of LT l/2 landed on Red 2 and gave direot support 

to thia b&t~lion in an eff~ctive manner. 

The rf'mmants of LT 3/8, after landing on Red 3• was absorbed into 

LT 2/8 under Major Crowe. SLmilarly. control of the hard-hit 2/2 later 

passed to Lieutenant Colonel Kyle. 

LT 3/2, hard.-pressed on Red 1 aent a :message a.t noon reporting ~rge 

oaliber guns on the west coast and requested air support • (30) 

At this same time the CP. CT-2 moved behind an enemy air raid shelter. 

ju•t of£ Red Beach 2 • 

Afternoon a&mw with the situation on ttll btt&o~l 1till remaining 

. ori tios.l ~ Reserve teams cculd ~ot land &• the enemy wall of protective 

tires gr.w in intensity. ll-4 ta.nks h01re'Ver • had begun to land and at 

l.WO all of these vehicles from C Company 2nd TaDk Battalion bad reporw4 

&lhore with the exoeption ot one. 

Colonel Shoup then ordered IAndiq ,..., 1/2 &acl 2/2 to at'taok ialaaci 

1 

• .. _ .. . • •• • :_ r .• 

. :· . 

.· 

.,...,_...,...lll.u4ffiiiPR •••t _ ....... 
• ,.;.~u ~ • 

,. -~ ... ·~· ,. " ........ .-- • ... ' ,., .... ... . . -~.,. 

.. ~ ............ _. ........ ~ .... ,- ., ~ • ~ ... _..f.,. 
,.......,...., .,';#~ . ._,,... _. • .:~: -...... ....,.,...,. .• •s• ... ;§_., ;;¢· f _," ,. 

It ~.,.,._,... 

• 

·r-· 
! 
I 



f1 
"' 

___ ., _,. .. _ 

·. 
• .~ 1 I.,_-

~,,...,. .4 •• "'"'' .. ~ > 

...... ...., ....... 
.... . ~.,, .,..,,.,". c.-.• ··--·~· .. --· 

.... 

0 

__ .,_ ... , .i, "- " ... ....... I - -

I 
I 

I 
I 

, .--·~· .: . .-u.. 'tM •rmal de•orib••• · · · ·. · ( 1 
. . ! 

Wreolced LVT' a • boats and •D¥ Ja.p&ne•• or&tt now littered th8 landi.Dc 

area. Countless dea.d lay on the beaohe• and its &ppro&ohea. By aid-after• 
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Our tanka were effective in cutting through to the airstrip and their ~ · ·· · 
·-·- -- .. 1 

use bC>lstercd the troopB mor!\l~. Severa.l of thezJt:i vehiolea were lmooked -·· ··- ·-··-· '·'~.::~. I 
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tive pillboxes. It raoe~ved eighteen hits in this action before succumbing 

t-o fire. bother received a freak hit by a Japanese 37 mm. projectile 

·directly down its 75 um. tube. '!'he tank continued in action using the 10 

caliber ~-ohine gun~. 

Le. te in the afternoon on D-D&y the Corpa Coounander . QJ'"_@.red . .o.r~.s · (Corp a - .. ···- .. - ·· ··-······ - .. .. . 

Reserve) to be released to the Commanding General, Second Marine Division. 

The Commanding General, in turn. ordered the Division Reconnaissance Company 

to liL nd one platoon each in rubber boats on Buita. and Eita Islands prior 

.to midni~t. and oonduot a reconnaissance. In doing this. General Smith 

hpped to clarit,y the situation on those ialanda before oammiting CT•6 pre• 

.aturely on Betio Island, The order was not r6c~ived by the reconnaissance 

eampany until after ~idnight and this mission was not oarried out according 

to plan. 

Progress during the afternoon waa alow and ooatly with the beaohheacl . 

expanding slightly to the east, west and north. Colonel Shoup was ordered. 

to oonsolidate his holding!, dig in and prepa~e for & night c~un~r attack. 

Casualty reports only tragaentary, indicated high loeaea during the d&y's 

lighting. 

& aes sage to the C~nding General gave the tollowiDg piawre ot the 

1ituation at uight lalla (See Situation map.) 
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(50 to 1.60 ,arde inlud.) 

ot LT 3/2 wae not clarified. (Sl) 

As darkness fell- five aectio118 from the Firet Bat't.lion." Tenth Kariua f 
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equipped with 75 mm. pack howitzers were ordered in to Red Beach 2. This ! 
. - . . f 
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i 
l Battalion had been attached to CT-2~ Two sections had transfeered to LV!'• 
; . 

. I 

and through a misunderstanding it •s believed the remaining three were also ' 
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boated thus. These aectioll8 dragged part of their guns onto the ramp under ' 

fire. while others were broken dmm a.nc:.l <; :.:.rriad ashore. The pack howiu.ara I 

. were initially used in direct fire mdasionse (32) 

Throughout the night. b~ts infiltrAted to the beaches bringing in & 

... ... .,. "'··-··--.=.-..h ---..··-.··- ---··· .. 

~ 5 •• 

few .uoh needed supplies. 

_ The anticipated enemy counter-attack dS.d not materialize during the 
- - -- -- - .. - .... - -. . 

night • probably due to the :tact thta.t the enemy had 11 ttle or no oommunicationa 

system ~ft. Fires burned throughout the night~ grotesquely illuminating Betio 

Island. 

Ge116r&l Smith ordered an attack at dalm. and notified Ooloael Shoup_ that 

LT 1/8 would commence landing at osoo. 

The first wa m of LT 1/8 D:~~~d ashore under The a&u -de~.=~=C - .. ·- . J 
r 
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tire that marked D-Day. Incessant. machine-gun fire was coming from the 

hulk of the Seide. )l.aru a half-aun»en Japanese tr&mp eteamer lying off shore. 

Thie infilading f irtJ was c&us ing many casual ties emong the landing team. .. . ,. . . r . 
~ •·. 1 

~~ .. - l An •i!"'.J~ri }«, wiiis qill.ukly ul&.o~d on thia ship which had been ocoupied by 

infiltr~ting enemy troops under cover of darkness. Bombing• in this case. 

1· 1 
I 

waa highly inaccurate &s the • chine•guna continued to fire &nd our eas~ltiea 

Thie vessel wae finally taken under fire by destroyers and 

tbe en~ gun. ailenced. ln8my mortars and anti-boat gun. were still l&ylD& I 
! J 
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· held ott ll. ter •'"• • etating 1 t waa impose ible to land equipMnt &ad ••hiolee 

-· 
•~emy inst&llations. Destroyer~ rendered invaluable support ~ith their 5 
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~ , . .. . . -~ .. t - • . • 
inch guns. A.ir, grounci and na:val gun fire laison parties performed out-
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"itanding servi<lEia .. ··aur'ing···tlieae aiaaiona. 

&auy cases impossible due to the tact that am&ll ecattered groups of our 

infantry were cleaning out pockets of enemy resiatance. 

Water and amm.unition was running low and urgent requeata were made tor 

these items. 

Strong pockets ot ene~ held out near Red Beaches 1 and 2 and every effort 
-~- - . ..... . _ - . 

-..-~·-· ·~-~w--:·~----···· :1ftilr'lli&.de to--eliminAte these . .. Lieutenant ~wkine and his scout-sniper. platoon ~ 

~ 

; . 

... . . 

' • 

were engaged in this area in a aeries of sharp actions against enemy pillboxes. 

This officer leading two sections. had already knocked out three such emplace• 

menta by 0830. Al+,hough he had been previously wounded, Lieutenant ~wkins• 
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I 
I ., 
I 
I 

working with ts.nks, continued his outstanding accanpliabments until he tell 

mor~lly wounded. 
. .. ·;,;-r 

.. ; I 

Forward elements or the division he.d advanced across the airstrip 

· •gainst strong resistance a.nd by 1100 were attacking into the positions on the 

aorth edge of the runway in an effort to carry out Colonel Shoup's orders 

to occupy the north and weat sectors of the island. 

The si~uation was still preoariou~ at noon and a deciaion waa ~d~ t~ 
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Du.ring the af'ternoon. the night flank supported by mort&re, tanks and 

airoratt broke through tho enemy's defanaes and captured Green Peach on the 

Thi~ o.dvant&,e ww.e qu1okly tollowed by la.nding a battalion tr• 

0!-e on tbil rela.tiYely Olear beach. Another landing teaa tt-oa that reciaent 
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':_--: -:, · · · ,·-. the enemy w1 thdrawill-g tr011 Betic. 
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The r.ainder of the Firat Battalion• Ten'th Marines reported ashore 

that afternoon to support the attack • 
~ 
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This parti cular t~e is described by various histories &a the turning 

--· 
point of ths ba.ttl 6 aud t~t n i ght ths situation ws.s more ~vorablee 
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It is diff icult to deacribe the troop disposition aa dug in on the 
~ .. ...... .. .., ........... ..... ., ,- --- .. .. . . .. · ~· ·"'' ... -__ ...._,. ...... -- ....: ._,-•. ~ 

night of Dtl d/J.y because JDI).ny areas were lightly held, and in s:ome places 

.ade up of composite troops £rom different landing t eams. General~y the 

western end of the iala.nd li&S held up to 200 yards inland by LT 3/2 and LT 

1/6 which had just landed. LT 1/ 2 was disposed along the · southern Black 

Beachea across the center of the airs·tr i p. 

- In some places the enemy still ~ld strong poai tiona along the Bl.&ok 
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ward. The pocket at the junction of Red 1 and Red 2 still held out. CT•8 

held a line east of tho pier extending across ths island to tie in with LT 

1/2. Many Japanese who had f8.l len back fran the Red Be&ohe& had occupied 

the large, strongly constructed shelters and c~nd post around the &irfield• 

re-enforoed walls provided a. ma.xiD\um of protection t o the defender. 

The shore part,y had started suppliej rolling over t he beaches and by 
I 

nightfall• ammunition• water and rations were arriving in some quantity. 

Dumps were built despi te constant sniper and morta.:- f i r e in the area around 

the pier. Reaerve half-tracks were landed t o a ssist in support of the oper• 
.· ... .. . .\ . . ' 

&tion. • 

Df2 DAYS 

!he plan for tbe third day called for LT 1/8 to n1q •••t and clear 

11M area along the ... tern half of the air•trip. The re•iAder ot CT-8 •• 
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L~ 1/6 ca.aanct.d by' Ka.jor William Jonee • •• ordered to attack e&8t troa 

Gree~ Beach along the south ~thoree. pass through LT 1/2 and attaolc on a 

The e.tte.ck jt.U!'cped off at daylight a.nd was marked .bJ' m..rd ~ighting along 

the southern beaches. The rifle and grenade supported by tanka and ._lr-? 
·--·-----· ....... 

• 4•1 ~• o , , .... o __ ,. ·-. ·-· ....... .. .. .. · ..... .... . . . _ ...... ~·~·~-,,.. ...... 4 .... ~ • . ••..• . .. . .. .,. ... . . ... ,.,-,.. ., . ... 

( traob mo"98d against stubborn reaiatance. 
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.. Flame throwers played a big part 

in the elimination of pillboxes • Tanka moved within a few yards of t~ eneJIIl' 

and fired into the apertures. ~tical enemy charged these weapons and 

one auab Japanese was ground beneath the treads attempting to place a grenade 

undernea. th. 

LT 1/6 in a column of oampani••• continued the attac~ Progress was 

. difficult b.ut the mission •s slowly being accomplished. Destroyers moved · 

in close and maintained a constant shelling against the strong concrete 

infJta.lla ti~ns on the southeast end of' the islJI.nti as our aircraft continued · 

to bomb and strafe.. that area. ·- , 

The Camnauding General, Second )Iarine DiTisicm, arrived &ahore and aet 

up headquarters at the oamnend post of CT-2. At 1600 the General sent a 

me1sage to the Corps Camman~er reporting progress slow. costly and resiatanoe 

atrong, turther stating that tb.e si tue.tion wa.s not favorable tor & rapid 

olean-up ot Betio Island• (35) 

'-. ~ . . . . . 
• "' • • • r • ~ ~. ... • • ,. .. 

·:Lr =• ·~/iS Cll!l<.i ~/cl · !"ee:c·r.:~c.· ~ne1r ·objective by mid .... tter.noon, but the pooket 

.ot enemy still held out at the junction of Red Beaches 1 and 2. About 1900 

Lf 1/6 reached its objActive and made contact with element• of CT-8~ 

Detsnsl.Vs po~j'i;i.<'!lfl Yer~ prepared by LI l/6 with the following diapoait10D• 
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The infiltration .ae well organiaed 

and caused same casualties. j. wedge was driven between A. 9.nd B Co:pa.nies wl. th 

. ~· --~·· -~·· . --· ........ heavy concentrations 
,. 

in the enemy assam~ areas usj.n g time f ire. At t hia time naval gun fire 
.... · . . .. 

·-· .. __ -~·····-·--""- " .. , ...... •• called for. The Company Commander •a ordered to hold at all eoat., The 
.... . ~··· .. .. -·-~. ....... ... .. \ 

• •' · - ··'. • ... -o •• ~ ..... , .... .. -······enemy--a -e'vi.dentally attempting to make our troops disclose their positions. 

The e.ttack at 2300 was repulsed with great loss to the enemy~ Again e.t 0400 

' 

i. 
the Japanese launched &. typ'\cal banzai attack, waving -.words, screaming and 

throwing &renades. A feint was made opposite the lef't flank and the attaek 

launched against the right. Our supporting mortars. artillery and destroyers 

again laid down strong concentrations as fire was brought in as close as 

:_: ··- .•. -=~~:..~ .: ·.:.:.: .... -60 -yards· in rroLt .. or · -our . I1ne8~ . .: close quarter struggle ensued and the 

attack was again repulsed. It is estimated that 300 to 400 of the enemy were 

killed in these actions. This ma.rked the last of Japanese organized resistance 

on the island. 

D+3 DAYS 

. . :_-::;:.; :·. ·That morning LT 3/6 o~.nded by Lieutenllnt Colonel Kenneth F. McCleod• 
.. ...';' :... :::.--~ .: ... -=-·~· -- ---

replacing 1/6 on the line llf&.e initiated in the attack. l4ortars. artillery 

and destroyers a~in opened up their preparatory fires and the attack jumped 
. 

r off at 0800. This batt.alion pinched off ita units as the island gradually 

narrowed. Enemy morale broke under ths constant shelling from destroyers 

firing a. t point-blank range with 5 iilch and 40 an. r &pid•fire guns,. SCDe of 

Our troops reached the end of the island and 450 JapanesE' dead were 

oounted in the LT 3/6 :one of aetion. Meanwhile LT 1/6 attacking furioualy 

aq<i 2, broke 
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atter H•Hour • (S6) 
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·. ,· 

... .. ,.., ... . ... .. ...... . . ... .. ..... "" .. - .......... _.. ...... . - ·~ -. . 

·. ~ 

The Dr! tis h Union Jaok~ turnished by the Bri tiah Resident COJI'IIliaa i~ner . - ~· , ~'-~·--·:a: -~-: :; ;lo:;a id;;:-~ri::~ ··;.:~ . ~~ "~;~;; :~;;-,.:~;:--- ------~--·-------1-----1 

r ------ . The iollowing day oarrier-be.sed planes from the United States : Fleet .. : _· ·_·.-.:~~J. l 
,, .. ., .. , ... ~. __ .. ~.....,.~-~-d~d on .. Ji~~~-!l.!_Iield. ~ -.'~bf" .. fi:f.tb .... ~Y...:t.~~ -~fJa~~lt .... tropp.~ .r.~-~JAP!:rJc~~ ---··-- .-- ._ -~ -~ _ ........ ~ 

aboard the tranaports, bound for Hawaii and a well-earned rest. . . · . 
. . . -: ... 

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM 
.. 

· 't_. 

Marine Corps casualties in tbi1 operation totaled 3•100. Over 1000 

of these were killed in action. Various compiled eat~ates of the enemy's 
. · . .... 

casualties (all dead) range in the neighborhood of 6000. Four hundred 

Korean prisoners., forced into lt. bor by the Japanese, were ~~n. ... ~t-~ . . ~u.s~~~Y• 
-~---··'"' ·----· -· · -·· - ··- · ·· ·· · ... ..... .. · -- ···· --· · ··-- -·-··- ·-· ·"'·-- · ----·-·· -- ·· ~-- - -· .. ·····-·--·····- - - -~- -- - --

Our heavy casu9.l.tiea were cause~ mainly because a fl'eak tide had exposed 

our troops to terif'fic fire from all types of enemy weapons, and the Japanese 

defenses encountered were unuaually strong. 

Thousands of dead bodies exposed to the hot• tropical sun. littered the 

.ieland. Interment presented a serious problem. initially• because combat 

troups I}Ould not be spared for burial details. 

The Japanese characteristic of tenacit,y was well illustrated in this 

battle. Once tre.ppsd, the onemy; rather than die at the hands of the attacker 

or ignominiously surrender
1 
would commit suicide. This was ecoomplished in 

. . 
sewer&l inst&nces by plaoing the big ~oe on ~he trigger. 

found in that described position. 

An &fter battle-tour of the island proved the quality of the ~paueae 

defenses. Betio was ringed with approximately ttFe hundred po~itiona. Pill• 

boxaa nre built with two or ao~ uoa~ttrtililente and orp.nized into mutually-

•upporting po1itione. COJIIIDILnd post, blook•houaee and shelter• with •11• 

.., .; •. ·,y · l , ., .... 
. . .-· .. ·.·:r· tZh• ·.~ .. r.4•,.~,tr ~f t~•.! wi~~~ o~~,·~- .!..he~~~?.g toT thTN ~f-1: 
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St.el cupola command poets apaoed at intervals around the island ··' .. 
. >. 

-.·· 
~j;.rQJ.l~ t }l.Q beij:.M, tj~,n~~ . ··- - ·- - .. ..., .... ··-- _ .. , .4' .. ·· - · ·--·· ~~,_. .. r•••• •nu.·· - ···•._ .... , .. .... "'· ·' " ·'''""'~ •'" ......... ,~." ... ~··· - --· - -~ 

..... ..... - ..(.:~!"" '.~~ ..... . : .• · - . . · - . . •• - . .. .,.. ·. .. - ~ .-~ - - ---- - · --·- • .• •• - · . ·- . . ~ 

b anal1.zing this operation it is most avident that it was one or I. 
r 
j 

many difficulties. It was the first opera t ion involving the capture of a ---·----- -- - ---~ ---

~ •• • ,... .. ,.,. . • ,.. , .•. .,_,.""-*'· .,.......,.-.·., .. ~......_ ...,.....-= .. v 

_____ _ .... ; ... ~--~uUef."' :ry.de<t!-.~11--~-· -· ..!.t'·hii~· ·-i s· 3-·.i:urid.a:r-t"v ··a.u attfioi:'·aga'irie·t ·a---rortifi.ed poa it ion 

··~~·.:.. ..... .. - . . .. . . . . .. ~-.. 

with ~~e added difficulty of initiating the attack in a ship-to-shore movement, 

plus the possibility of encountering many natural as well as man-made obstacles • 

A coordinated ene~~ defense continued to funntion long after the l andings 

.and the enemy had the a bility to place effective f ire in any ~~ea 1 a t wi ll. 

The plan for the capture of Betio was baaed on sound tactical deci sions 

, . _ . a~~- -~J:le .. a~~ck, --~e~P.-~~J!~_cl.y .Jutt. ~)~:--C-ORducted -:-l~s.-d.-etermin-ed-aml':-=·- : ·-:-: ·_ 
··- ··-- . 

efficient manner. 

The battle proved a r.gid teating ground tor our weapons and ma.rked their 

. .:::. 
etfeotiYaeal a~inst def enses of this type • The flame thrower proved itselt 

an exce llent weapon for eliminating pillboxes. The medium tank in a mutually 

supporting role wi th infantry wae i:::.valuable. 

Small unit leadership which is hi~hly stressed in the Marine Corpa/ paid 
/ 

handsome dividends in this battle. Officers and non-cams alike displayed 

.. ' courage. determination and intelligence when the situation we.A moat doubtful. 

The private. on many occasions through his initiative. proved himself worthy 

... .. f-·· ' '' ". 

to weld b'dly disorganized groups of men into fighting uni~a and then to 

inspire a~d lead these men. 

' ··;... 

W.ttle of Betio r.and. 
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· Due to the change a 1n H-I!our, cover and protection tor the troop• to 

. the beach was not given as closely as it might have been. For a. period ot 

about 15 minutes pri~r .. ~?. .. ~-~~~~~! ..... ~~ ... :lt\~~-!k~P.P.~~·~'!!"!'9-~~n~~r~~· 
~1)..,.. .~~ J,A~.•• ·-····.-,.,.,.~ .. '. • •~1•• • .. -.•'fl~t• • '\:. " ,":';",. ~.•a ·~ .. ·-• • ~·:..- • - -- - • · ,.., • • • • • • -

have given the enemy time to re~over from the bomba.rd~nt. 

On toQ many occa~ions bombi ng was lnaco ur~te ana did little damage. 
·-·-· ----·-1 

-·-----· 
Na...al gunfire though it did more dama.ge, could not be used to full . __ . .,_ -

.... ~ ., .. ,, ......... .. ~ ... ..... _,.. ....... , ._.... . . .. .... ~.-··-~""" . . ..... -. ~ .. , .•.. . ·•. ' . · •.--" ~· ..... ... .. 
advan~~ge. The island with very little elevation provided a flat target • 

... _ .. J..t . ahipa moved to extreme ranges to get the better effect of e. large angle 

of fall, the target was obsoured to observation. At olose ranges the flat 

trajectory and hi~h velocity reaul ted in many misses due to sJ.ight elevation 

changes. (37) 

, . .. ·. • .• t• .. ,,_ ... ; 

not be used ashore oonjesting the landing areas. 

~ grea t need existed tor an officer familiar with the situation ashore 

to be present in the control vessel. This vessel, the heart of the supply 

system and a logistical control center in the ship-to-shore movamsnt i nsures 

the ttmely arrival of reserves and supplies. 

Equipment, though wat-erproofed to withstAnd norJDill landing conditions. 

' did not stand up under prolonged exposure. It is felt t.hat extensive tes·ts· 

ahould have been made to improve the waterproofing process. 

LESSONS ~D 

..... .. ···· ········ 

aucceaa • . .... ·-"t•"' -'"*::·-··"-· - .. . . .. # 

It alao provided a means to prove the weapon• ~eet eu!ted tc &ocaap111h 
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. -t;}. ..... - ._ . ... ... ailitary doctrines and principle• of the attack. 

\ .~ .. -:: -:..·; ' . . 
-~- 0 : ;, -~ il .. ·. .. 

In many casee tbeae 

principles were strictly adhered to. In sCIIle oe aee for certain ree.aone the7 

were not. Soma of the l!.Js~TJ.8 ~.e 
.. ~- ... -·---·· ~ .. ~~·-:-:~~ ... ·-:,~-~-« .. :--.:.:..: :;;.._ -~;. .. •· ..,-- o • o U•'' 

type. They are shown in the followj~g outline. 

1. Pla;:m.ing requires early detailed information on the target &rea 
. I ---

. - ·:_•:::_ : . ~---- _re ,...rding loo":~, . t.vpe ~ stren&tl)_ . .Ud !~e+ur 1! of the e11el11Y" $ dct'aua&liiO" . :: . ~- ,.,,, .• ----~ . . . l 
2 • .t.dequa te 11111ps • chllrts and ae ria 1 photographs muet be •de a.vailab le. ~ - I 

... ···--·. 

- -~- · .. -· .. -

s. Reconnaissance must be a continuous process • Late informa. tion should j \ 
. . 
-:~ ·.·'be diseeminated to lower echelons in time to be of value. I I 

I \ 
-. 

.. 
4. Weather and hydrogrophio eondi tions play an important part in planning 

an amphibious operation and it is neoeas&~ such information ~uired be made 

available. 
- -· , -C'M · -··· -· - - ·-·- · -·····- --· -

.. .... - : ..... 
·- . . __ .. 

;: 
r--•· 

~ 
~ 

_. ___ ........... . 

5• Adequate ·aeourity ae&eures must be taken to prevent "inforaation 

6e Order• must be detailed but kept olear and concise. 

1. Instructions to subordinate commanders should be i•aued early• in 

order that these co~nders may complete their preparation•• 

a. Training should be stressed down to the smallest unite and erer,y . 

•n must be well indoctrinated. 

When possible problema should be conducted with conditione •t.il&r 

. to those expected to be encountered. 

~ , .. 

• w • .. : ••• 

··. 

I 
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: :~.,··:~ i~t:t:~·-~, . 
·.· ·--:·:··· l:;";\:T~-:?'"7.~-

> .· t~· . 
t··· 0 

10. Dummy emplacements ahould b• oo~tructad a.nd live ammunition uaede · · t -:.:· - l 

lle If availahl•, ""l'l'<>rti»g e.ircran, "arahips and artillery should be .. .. . '"J17·:·•: ... -. --~ 
. .. used in traintng~ in order that- - ~~0-~~s .. -.y·--~~~ ~~- -~-apabilities and 1~~- _ ··- ---·,· . . ·~-::.··· . . ~ 

-·-·····-··-- ~~~-~~·U·-ationa or these weapons • i 
ii ! 

12. Training in th~ r•oval of a:lnea &.nd obataelee should be atre1aed. ~- I, 

" ~ .. ---~.. ~ ... • 1_s. The assau~-~ ah_ould be v i.(l:oro~~ aguees :!'" 10n.t -wheAeVei• pOsit uil.- .. · .- ... -··- ·
1
_ ~ _: . ~-·· .. 

the element of eurpriae Jllll.intained. . ·· - · ·-~- · 1 
lt. the 11.rrt111ol ~f ·~J>p<>rts £\lCi NS8rftl -t '::::: tU..ll'r •·• ", -~~: .. :~·:;:;::.:: .::.J:.;:,:_ j 
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... " ,. ·'·"iMt&oh .... ault 11 coapleted. 

. ·.-:· 

Prep&.ra tory bomb&rchnent must be prolonged and intenae. 

protection. 

. .. . . ·· . .:_:. -~-- .. 
Complete coordinatidn between troop• and supporting ar.ma is essential • 

1 
' . 

"':-"''", . '.•. 
All eupporting weapons mu:;t be uee-d to full ad~'tilge. 

• • 0. 
20 • Supporting weapons and ammunition aust be of a type auitable to get 

.! -~ .. • .. .... 

the desired effect on the target. 

The supply plan requires tlexibilit.y aui it .ust ·be concurrent with 

the tactical plan. 

Logistical control must e.aaure the early arrival of suppliea on the 

i 
I 
1 

j 
I 
I 
l 
1 
~ .; 

I - ---...... - ·· ·--··· . ~---· . 
beaches. in the order that they are ne,q~d • . 

-· - . ... - . ... - ' '• • ... .,,...MOO ··-- --- 0 ,,_...... .. ., .. _ ,. __ .r o . -~----- ~---· ··- -· ..... .. - -·-- . -· ... .. 

.. 
. , . ...,. 

. . "·.' . .' . 

Landing orart suoh as LVT•a. LV!(J.)4 1a and Duwka 111Ust be &ftilable 

in adequate numbers and epeoial equipment sufficient to meet the needs of 

-.phibious troops. 

I 
~ • ~ 

24. It is neoeaaar,y that the shore party fUnction as early as the 

I 
i - .. ··-'""":;" ·-:-!- • • . I 

·. ·~ .• 
tactical situation permdts. 

26. Hospital: ship•• or other ve•a•l• designated as such, should be 

~ . . . :: ... 

.. . . 
,: - """' * _:, • . . . 

.· 

available in the imlediate area to insure a~quate and close medical support. 

CODllUunicationa JllUSt be adequate and they must be suitable to paas 

··wormation to adjacent units• as well as higher and lower echelon•• 

. , 
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